
   

  Wags to Riches 

August– September 2022 
An all volunteer, IRS  recognized 501 ( c) (3)    

Non -Profit Organization 

And sanctuary, inc. 

Animal rescue 

                                                                                13TH BBQ and Brew 

As I was working on this newsletter and typing the names of our event Sponsors and donors, for both live auction and si-
lent auction items, my mind went to all of the Dessert Dash donors, to the Heads or Tails donor, to our Emcee and our 
Auctioneer, to Vandervate BBQ, to the Wags volunteers and to other volunteers and attendees I realized  I had  mi ssed  out  
on the very best BBQ and Brew event that we have ever put on.  (Darn Covid)  There is something very  heart warming and special about 

being in a large room with a large group of “ANIMAL LOVING” people.    It is an evening that fills our hearts to overflowing  knowing that we 
are not doing animal rescue alone.     

Once again, on that evening,  we invited you to do something extraordinary. We asked for your generosity to help rescue 
more animals. We asked for your investment in our rescued animals lives.We asked that you invest in the lives of our Sen-

ior Citizen’s, giving them the ability to live longer, happier, healthier lives because they can keep their best friend by their 
side. Approximately 70% of calls from Seniors are from women who live alone.  

We also asked that you invest in educating our future generations about respect, responsibility for animals and about res-
cue.  We asked that you help those who cannot afford to have their pets spayed or neutered, investing in making a bigger 

dent in the massive over-population of pets in Yakima County.  We asked that you help with life-saving treatments for 
animals that will, hopefully be healed and adopted instead of being tossed out in ditches, alongside freeways, left in aban-

doned homes or garbage cans and worse. 

Your love and care for the animals shines thru and we are grateful that you allow us to do this work on behalf of 
these animals.                              

                    DIA de LOS MUERTOS 

Each year Wags to Riches puts together a display to honor those pets that we have loved and lost. At the event, you'll learn 
about this rich cultural tradition, which is a blend of Aztec traditions of remembering the dead and the 
Catholic tradition of celebration of All Saints Day and All Souls Day tradition brought by the Spanish 
conquistadors. 

Our display is less traditional in that we honor our beloved pets who have passed. Each year we  also 
leave blank Paw Prints, for those attending, to fill out with their pet’s names to leave on the Altar. 
Each year close to 200 Paw Prints are filled out and left on the Wags to Riches display. 

This year, for the first time, this event will be held in the Valley Mall in Union Gap.  The exhibit will be 
open from October 29th to November 5th 2022.  

Wags to Riches currently rents property where our Animal Rescue Center (ARC) is located. It is in an area  which used to be out-
side the Yakima City limits and in now residential, with neighbors .   

 We are searching for property in a more suitable area to purchase.   Ideally, it would be located in an area zoned for  Kennel 
use, contain 2-4 acres, have a small residence for a caretaker, a barn or other facility with running water, sewer, electricity and 

heat which can be converted to indoor kennels, with a laundry room, a bathroom and lots of storage space  We also need space 
for outdoor kennels. 

Alternatively, we need a piece of bare ground, 2-4 acres, relatively flat and properly zoned for a kennel, but not in a                     
residential area, and not too far from Yakima, Selah, or Union Gap for volunteers to travel to staff it. 

If you know of any property which fits these parameters, or anything in between, please leave a message on our phone, 509-
453-4155, or email us at donate@wagstorichesanimalrescue.org. 



 
 

How can we thank you enough for helping make our 13th BBQ and Brew on July  23, 2022, a success? 

PLEASE LET US TRY!! 

The first of many thanks goes to our Event Sponsors listed in this newsletter.  Our Donors gave generously and it was be-
cause of their love of animals and respect for Wags to Riches and what we do in the community that they were willing to 

donate incredible items for both the Live and Silent Auctions. 

Our emcee Justin Henriksen, the morning host on 104.1 KXDD, did an amazing job of keeping us on track and on time.
Auctioneer Paul Newman has been our Auctioneer for each  of our  13 events and is well loved by all!                          

Thank you both!!! 

A very special thank you to Helena Parrish, our Fundraising Coordinator, who got us in gear early on and saw us to the 
finish.  You nailed it.

And thank you to all of our volunteers who give so much of themselves each and every day in so many different ways. 
They work tirelessly for the animals. And just when you think they can’t do any more there they are ready to pitch in at a 

moment’s notice. It is an honor to volunteer with them all. 

THANK YOU TO ALL OF OUR AUCTION ITEM AND DESSERT DASH DONORS 

Alice Gardner 

Amy Berkheimer 

Amy Henn 

Anonymous 

Anonymous 

Anonymous 

Bale Breaker 

Best Friends Box 

Bobbin Robin 

Bubbles & Co 

Carly Farmer 

Cher Gendron 

Chris Wertenberger -Country Financial 

Christi MIller 

Cindy McConnell 

Costco 

Cowiche Canyon Kitchen 

Deb 

Denise Byers 

Dillon Schroeder 

Durella Degrasse 

Fiddlesticks 

Flippers Antiques 

G.S Long 

Gasparetti's Floral 

GTO Carwash 

Harlie Briskey 

Heidi Matson Photography 

Helena Parrish 

Hop Town Pizza 

Hounds from Hell 

Jamie Whitney 

Janet Lucking 

Janine Kingsley 

Jason Berreman 

Jenny Mae 

Jess Southards 

Jessie's Specialty Desserts 

Jim & Sharon Longmire 

John Weedin 

K9 Country Club 

Karey Lukas 

Kelly Murray 

Kelly's Succulents 

Kim Wertenberger-Country Financial 

Lacey Crichton 

Lynda Otey 

Mary Abigail Dills 

Mary Powers Henn 

Mia Armenta 

Michelle Gaberman 

Myra Rivera 

Over the Hedge Boutique 

Pomona Pet Services 

Sarah Baisinger 

Shannon Helgeson 

Sharon Longmire 

Soma Aesthetics 

Synergy Med Aesthetics 

Tami Lyon 

Tessa Southards 

Tree Top 

Vida Health Bar 

Yakima Steak Company 

Yakima Theatres 

Yinnnervonne Ginoulis 

A special thank you to Chris and Kim Wertenberger of COUNTRY Financial, located in Union Gap, for sponsoring 

and donating the Heads/Tails game and the prize valued at over $1,200.00.  COUNTRY Financial is a 
group of US insurance and financial services companies with customers in  39 states.  The group of companies offers 

a range of insurance and financial products and services including auto, home, life and commercial insurance and 
retirement planning, investment management and trust services.  (509) 834-2121 

RAVE REVIEWS 

We heard nothing but rave reviews on our Vandervate  BBQ Texas style catered dinner!  Lucky for 
you and lucky for us...they will be back  on July 22, 2023 BBQ and Brew #14  and have already 

agreed to wow everybody again with their great BBB dinner!  vandervate@gmail.com  (509) 307-1407 

Special Thank You 



Tibetan Mastiff Sponsors 

 

Since 1981, Avail Home Health has been one of Washington's original and preferred 
providers for in-home private duty nursing for medically complex individuals and their fami-
lies. Avail's exceptional services to include Home Health services for all ages.   Our mission is 
simple: we strive to improve the lives of every family we serve. We help patient's and fami-
lies receive the care they need, in the comfort and convenience of their home.                                               
An Avail Nurse will work closely with you and your family to develop a personalized plan of 
care designed to meet your needs and preferences.  (509) 966-8000 

 Saint Bernard Sponsor 

Summitview-Cowiche Veterinary Clinic is dedicated to providing the high-
est quality, yet affordable, healthcare possible for your pets. The Summitview-Cowiche 
team is comprised of experienced veterinarians, licensed veterinary technicians and a 
caring support staff. They specialize in the care of canine & feline patients at our veteri-
nary clinic in Yakima. “We are here to meet all your pets medical, emotional and nutrition-
al needs.” (509) 966-4162 

    Irish Wolfhound Sponsors 

Amy Maib & Associates– a Keller Williams Yakima Valley Team 

Amy specializes in residential real estate between Naches & Union Gap, WA. Narrowing 
her focus allows her to be one of the most knowledgeable Brokers in town and gives 
you an advantage when you choose to work with Amy. She is a passionate person who 
has built her business by helping the homeless animals of the Yakima Valley. A portion of 
every commission is donated to an animal rescue or shelter( 509)-406-2128 

G.S. Long Co. We offers a diverse product line for all of your crop management chal-
lenges and provides experienced crop consultants who work closely with their custom-
ers and industry leaders. Those products include agricultural chemicals & fertilizers. In 
addition to our Union Gap & Wenatchee locations, we also have an Oregon branch 
which services the tree fruit districts of the Hood River Valley. (509) 575-8382 

 

Bob, Lisa, Bonzo and Berry Goldwyn are so grateful to the Wags rescuers, 

 our very special foster parents and all who made it possible to rescue these two mange-covered, 
freezing cold puppies, the Hooligans!   

HOOLIGAN MAIL: 

Bonzo has something to say: “This is Bonzo. My sissy Berry & I were so happy to donate our 
parent's $$$$, once again, to the Wags’ BBQ & Brew event.  The only flaw with the evening was 
that, once again my sister and I were not invited by our parents!  We were pretty sure that Wags 
wanted us there.  We promised not to lick the plates or put our noses where they didn’t belong 
and no peeing in the building.  We can behave if we want to, honest. We heard this year that the 
Vandervate’s BBQ ribs were spectacular!  We should have been there to test them!!!  

We couldn’t be more grateful to Wags for saving us and to  our Mom and Dad for adopting 2 
hooligans.  P.S. Wags, can you send a special invitation, addressed to The Hooligans, for next 
year?  Maybe they will let us come.   We know “our donations” help others just like us and 
Berry and I think that is a very important thing to do. 

Evans' Outback  specializes in excavation and hauling, which includes everything 

that concerns hauling gravel, leveling land, prepping ground etc. They have been in 

business since 1996  (509) 952-3429    Evans' Outback , Inc.  



Malamute Sponsors 

EarthWise Pet Yakima  We specialize in natural pet foods, raw foods, treats, toys, litter, 
leashes & collars... you name we have it! Pets welcome always! To assist consumers our staff has 
undergone professional training in Pet Nutrition and Raw Food feeding and earned their Pet Nutri-
tion Specialist status. Some of our staff has also enrolled in or completed a Certified Pet Dietitian 
program, the first of its kind! Stop wondering what advice is the right advice and talk to our cer-
tified and trained staff. (509) 367-6123 

Brent & Michelle were not able to attend this year and they were missed.  Both have 
been dedicated volunteers of Wags to Riches  and we are very grateful to them for sponsor-
ship. 

Tree Top, Inc. is a grower-owned agricultural cooperative with more than 1,000 growers 

throughout Washington, Oregon & Idaho.  Tree Top believes everyone deserves good food 

including our four-legged friends. You probably didn’t know that Tree Top’s fruit ingredients 

go into many other retail brands – including pet foods. Tree Top’s fruit purée, dried fruits and 

fruit concentrates add sweetness, fiber & nutritional value to kibbles, dog treats and more. 
Store- Visitors Center. (509) 698-1750 

Kathi Mercy and Yakima Theaters Owned by Mercy Enterprises Yakima Theatres 

include The Majestic in Union Gap, Yakima Cinema on 16th Avenue  and Orion Cinema on 

East Chestnut. For up-to-date movie times by phone call…           (509) 248-2525 

Irish Wolfhound Sponsors 

Russell Crane Service, Inc. provides crane rentals ranging from 20-ton to 440-ton ca-
pacity to the entire area and we are the company that can assist you in your crane service 
needs. We are committed to servicing the Yakima community and its surrounding areas with 
crane rentals, machinery installation and demolition services.                (509) 457-6341 

Tri-Valley Construction Inc. provides the Yakima Valley with services related to asbes-
tos detection, abatement, and re- pairs. We are a large underground, utility and earthworks 

company, a locally owned company that also provides services for removal of underground stor-
age tanks. Some projects involving diesel, gas, and home heating oil with large or small tanks. As 

a locally owned company we understand the kind of services homes and businesses will require 

from us. When it comes to homes we close in-place home heating oil tanks when conditions 

allow for it. We will also perform contaminated soil remediation. (509) 452-4098 

 Pomeranian Sponsors 

Goldendoodle Sponsors 

Flipper’s Antiques      Peggy Mills 

Knobel Electric          Jamie Whitney 

Halverson Northwest Law Group 

Yakima Valley Veterinary Clinic 

Dean and Jeanne Berkheimer 



  

 

 
 

In Memory of  

“Baby” 

donation by                                                                                       

Karen Roff 

  

          In Memory of  

 

 

Jagger 

donation by                                                                                       

Randy and Sara Bicsak 

  

 
  

 In Memory of  

 

 

Ivy 

donation by                                                                                       

Dr. Rodger E. A. Taylor 

Jessie Graham 

In Memory of  

donation by   

Baby and Cutie Pie 

 

donation by   

    Dan & Randy Graham 

Jessie Graham 

donation by   

 Doris Drust  

Stephen and Nancy Buck 

Darlene Killgore 

 

donation by   

Irene Hoon 

Beth Kuhlman 

 

 

donation by   

    Susan Collins 

Barbara Desserault 

Darlene McLean 

        Samuel & Jolene Schuck 

 

 

 
 

 

       In Memory of  

 

 

Duke  

Who was adopted by                         

Lisa Picatti 

donation by                                                                                       

Gwendolyn Abendroth 

 

  

 

donation by 

    Ben 

  Irene Hoon 

In Memory of  

 

donation by   

    Torrey Brantner 

Joseph Jackson 

Season’s Performance Hall 



 

 

 

 

Back by Popular Demand….. 

SANTA CLAUS AND THE GRINCH  

ARE COMING BACK TO TOWN 

FOR  WAG’S PET PHOTO’S  

 

FIRST  2 WEEKS OF DECEMBER 

AT EARTHWISE PETS 

6530 w. Nob Hill Blvd. #100  Yakima 

 

DONATIONS ONLY 

For more information check us out on our  

FB page W2RAR 

 Wags to Riches Animal Rescue and 
Sanctuary Inc. 

  PO Box 3177  Union Gap, WA  98903                      

       (509) 453-4155                            

 www.WagstoRichesAnimalRescue.org     
 

Thankful For 
Nellie 

“Our Wags to Riches Girl” 

donation by                                                                                       

Joan Thomson 

Thanks You  
Brett and Erin Levy 

Who helped  my Shiba Inu get home when he 

escaped while we were on vacation. 

donation by   

Michelle Chadek 

 
 

 

 
 

    Pets Recognized  

    Turbo, Tuffy & Lexi 

donation by   

Donna Beer 

 

 

 

 

 

CONGRATULATIONS!!! 

Tara Vanderhoof 

donation by  

PayneWest Insurance 

Acknowledging your 10th Anniversary with them. 

JOB WELL DONE!!! 

donation by   

Dr. Michael J. Thomas DDS 

March 14, 1958-July 14, 2022 

Susan Bunch 

“In loving memory of Dr. Michael J.     

Thomas whose love for animals was a    

window to his soul.” 

 

donation by   

Russell Crane Service 

Michael James Thomas 

HONORING 

BOB and LISA GOLDWYN 

donation by   

Joseph Morgan 


